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for horses and only used about ten of them for the stock we
kept there. Very often all of the rest were full, and I had
to send horses off to another place. I have often sent a
wagon-load of hay up to the stable, and the next morning
there would not be enough left to make a bird's nest.''
This way of living rapidly impoverished him, and in the
last year of his life there was danger of all his estates, and of
the house itself, being sold for debts. A popular subscrip-
tion was started, and the house at least would undoubtedly
have been saved, had not Jefferson's death cut the move-
ment short.
The most important work of his declining years was the
founding of the University of Virginia. Jefferson induced
the state legislature to create and support this University,
he himself selecting the best teachers he could find in the
United States or Europe to occupy the first professorships,
and being largely responsible for the design and the
location of one of the finest and most appropriate groups of
buildings in North America. The University was opened
in 1825.
During the last years of his life, Jefferson had renewed
relations with his old friend, John Adams. Except in the
unhappy case of Hamilton, Jefferson was never given to
nursing a grudge, and on hearing that Adams had made
kindly remarks about him, Jefferson opened a correspond-
ence that gave both men great pleasure during their declin-
ing days. Adams, since 1801, had been living in compara-
tive obscurity on his farm at Quincy. On returning there
immediately after his Presidency, he wrote to a friend: "I
found about one hundred loads of sea-weed in my barn-
yard, and, recollecting Horace's
Et genus et virtus, nisi cum re, vilior alga est,
I thought I had made a good exchange, if Ulysses is an
orthodox authority in this case, which I do not believe, of
honours and virtues for manure.*' For the most part, he
maintained this philosophical temper through the quarter
of a century that still remained to him. He did some
controversial writing in defence of his administration,
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